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Holocaust survivors to visit campus
By: Alyssa DiMaria
On April 17, two Holocaust
survivors will share their stories with
students, faculty and the public from
4 to 6 p.m. in Room 1053 of the Carl
DeSantis Building.
Hungarian couple Joe and
Mary Eckstein will talk about their
experiences in the Holocaust in the talk
sponsored by the Farquhar College of
Arts and Sciences, Hillel of NSU, and
the GenZ Project.
Gary Gershman, professor in the
Farquhar College of Arts and Sciences,
teaches courses on genocide and the
Holocaust and has brought Holocaust
awareness to NSU for many years.
This year, his goal is to bring Holocaust
survivors to campus so students can
hear a firsthand experience of this
tragedy before the last survivor dies.
“Unfortunately, as time passes,
fewer survivors are around. It’s
important that their experiences live
through us,” Gershman said.
Gershman chose the Ecksteins
through the the GenZ Project, a nonprofit
organization run by young people who
create connections with Holocaust
survivors through different forms of

artistic expression such as painting,
poetry and dancing, in hopes that their
stories live on. GenZ is the daughter
company of NEXT GENERATIONS,
a nonprofit organization dedicated to
educating others about the Holocaust.
Eric Donner, founder of the GenZ
Project, said the Holocaust survivor
generation is fading away and will only
be around for another five to 10 years.
“Having the opportunity to
hear the survivors’ experiences will
allow others to raise awareness
of the Holocaust and retell the
stories through painting, poetry and
dancing,” Donner said. “Events like
these are once in a lifetime.”
85-year-old Joe Eckstein was
born in Etyek, Hungary. At 15, he was
packed into cattle cars and transported
to the Birkenau concentration camp
along with his family and other Jews.
Once there, he was separated from
his family who were later taken to
the gas chambers and killed. At the
camp, he learned how to hide to avoid
beatings. After the Holocaust, he
became a mechanic, was drafted into
the Hungarian Red Army and served
as a gunsmith.

“In spite of all the horrors I lived
through, I am able to enjoy my life,
my family, and my good fortune to
live in this wonderful country,” Joe
Eckstein said.
78-year-old Mary Eckstein was
born in Budapest, Hungary where
she suffered a childhood of starvation
and fear. After her father returned
home from forced labor, he died from
Sepsis, a blood infection, as there was
no medication available. Eventually
she finished her schooling, became
an optician and married Joe Eckstein.
During to the Russian revolt, they
escaped to Austria with their son and
eventually settled in the U.S.
“I carry the weight of my
childhood experience, but in spite of it, I
am happy with my life. Most of all, I am
grateful to find a home in this wonderful
country,” said Mary Eckstein.
Gershman said hearing about
the horrible actions the Ecksteins
went through “will hopefully wake
people up.”
“When attendees see the tattoo on
[Joe Eckstein’s] arm, it will be a mindboggling experience,” Gershman said.
Donner said the Ecksteins have
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Holocaust survivors will visit campus to talk about their life changing experiences.

an incredible story, and he wants the
audience to pay attention and discuss
their experiences.
Gershman said the event will be
emotional and become surreal for many.
“You can read all the books you
want and watch all the movies, but
when you actually hear it from a person
with firsthand experience and see
them standing right in front of you, it’s
unexplainable,” he said.
More than 100 people attended
last year’s event. Gershman hopes for

more attendees this year and encourages
attendees to embrace the stories.
“It’s important to hear the
Holocaust stories. It doesn’t matter
if someone is Jewish or not. We
need everyone to carry on the
stories and make sure they don’t
fade away,” he said.
For more information about this
event, contact Gershman at ggershma@
nova.edu.

Enjoy a night of super fun
By: Li Cohen
NSU’s Gay-Straight Alliance
will host the Superheroes vs. Villains
Charity Prom on April 18 at 7 p.m.
in Room 309 of the MailmanHollywood Building
GSA President Mirtha Torres,
junior biology major, said GSA hosts
charity events every year and that this
year’s donations will go toward the
Pride Center, a nonprofit organization
that provides programs and services
focused on the socio-economic health,
spiritual and safety needs of South
Florida’s LGBT community.
“We really just want to unify the
whole entire school ... the more people
we get, the more funds we’ll get for the
charity,” Torres said.
GSA is reaching out to students
from NSU, Florida Atlantic University,
Florida International University and
Broward College to attend. Although
it is not required for admittance,
students are encouraged to dress up in
superhero or villain costumes to fit the
prom’s theme.
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Students dance at last year’s Gay-Straight Alliance prom.

There will be a costume contest
for those who dress up. The event
coordinators are still planning who
will judge the contest, but they have
confirmed that a Radio X disc jockey
will interact with the audience to cheer
for who they want to win. The prize for
the contest has yet to be determined.
Pizza, pasta and snacks will be

provided, and Torres said that the DJ
will provide a variety of music. Students
can request songs that they would like
to hear.
“[The prom] all about having
fun and helping the charity out,”
Torres said.
An entrance fee is not required, but
donations will be accepted throughout

the night. If students are not able to
attend, they can still donate money
by contacting GSA Vice President
Jonathan Haseth.
Haseth,
junior
business
administration major, said, “It’s always
good to support whatever organization
is having an event.”
This will be the fourth prom GSA

has hosted at NSU. The organization
is hoping to raise around $250 for the
Pride Center. Last year’s prom was a
black tie event, and they raised a little
less than $200 in donations.
Torres said that GSA plans on
hosting more events next year and
recruiting more members to their
organization so students are aware
that GSA is not only for gay students
but also for all students who are
open-minded about the diverse
lifestyles on campus.
“This year we’ve been a lot
more involved. ... I feel like we’re
trying to get our name out more on
campus and let people know what
we’re about,” she said.
For more information, contact
Haseth at jh1997@nova.edu. To
RSVP, visit GSA’s Facebook page at
facebook.com/nsugaystraightalliance
and click on the event, “NSU’s Gay
Straight Alliance Presents: The 4th
Annual Superheroes vs. Villains
Charity Prom!”
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Get ready for
the Stroll-Off

By: Li Cohen

NSU’s chapters of Phi Sigma
Sigma Sorority and Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority Incorporated will co-host Phi
Sig’s spring philanthropy event, the
Fourth Annual Stroll-Off, in honor of
Autism Awareness Month on April 18
at 8 p.m. in the Shark Circle.
The Stroll-Off is a dance
competition between teams from
NSU’s sororities and fraternities that
will raise money for the Autism Society
of Broward County. Last year, only
six teams competed, but 10 teams are
currently registered to compete.
Phi Sig Philanthropy Chair
Allison Siegel, sophomore exercise
and sports science major, said,
“We’re looking at this being our
biggest [Stroll Off] … hopefully it
can continue to grow.”
To compete, each team has to

have a maximum of 10 students and
pay a $30 registration fee. They will
perform a five-minute choreographed
routine to a song of their choice.
Aly McKenna, graduate assistant
for Fraternity and Sorority Life,
will judge the event with three NSU
alumni who were involved in Greek
organizations. They will rate each
performance on a scale of one to 15
based on coordination, dance moves,
spirit and synchronization. If a team
raises $100 or more by the day of the
event, they will receive an extra point
on their score. The first and second
prize winners will receive trophies.
“It’s a good way to take a break
from studying for finals,” Siegel said.
For a donation toward the
Autism Society, students can get pizza
and Mexican food, order Shakeology
smoothies or have their faces painted.
Before the day of the event, students

?

can purchase a VIP ticket for $15
from a Phi Sig or Zeta Phi Beta sister,
which includes guaranteed seating,
food, and five rafﬂe tickets for prizes.
Ambassadors from the Autism
Society will speak throughout the
event about autism and the duties
of their organization. An alumna
of Sigma Delta Tau will also speak
about her autistic sister and how she
has impacted her family.
The Autism Society of Broward
County is an affiliate of the Autism
Society of America, which provides
educational
programs,
public
outreach events and autism awareness
campaigns in the community.
“What I’m trying to promote is
more than autism awareness. [I want
to promote] autism acceptance,”
Siegel said.
The event is free and open to the
public. For more information, contact
Siegel at as2607@nova.edu.
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Leadership Awards:

The 2014 winners of the eighth annual Student Leadership Awards were announced on April
10 at the RecPlex Basketball Courts in the Don Taft University Center.

Student Employee of
the Year
Josh Grant, Goodwin Hall
Office of Residential Life
and Housing

Outstanding Sorority
Woman of the Year
Lorena Cabrera, Lambda
Theta Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Student Organization
President of the Year
Jana Mrkaja, President
of Residential Student
Association

Outstanding
Fraternity Man of
the Year
Jay Howard,
Iota Phi Theta
Fraternity, Inc.

Freshman
Student Leader
of the Year
Sarah Personelli

Student Organization
Advisor of the Year
Aaron Hackman ,
Advisor of Alpha Phi
Omega

Junior Student
Leader of the Year
Ana Maria Barragan

Event of the year
Unity Week: Tearing
down the Wall of Hate,
Caribbean Student
Organization

Sophomore Student
Leader of the Year
Sierra Herbert

Senior Student Leader
of the Year
Barbara Rosso

Undergraduate Student Symposium:
The 2014 winners of The Undergraduate Student Symposium were announced on
April 4 at the Alvin Sherman Library.
Logo design:
Melissa Hewitt
Film Presentation:
First place: Paola Zaidi (Full Time Moms, Full Time Heroes)
Second place: Alessandra Sironi (Don’t Have Sight, Have Vision)
American Association for University Women
Christopher Rosario (Unquestionable Misogyny in the Video Game Industry

Most Improved Student
Organization of the Year
Maasti Dance Team

Art Awards:
Best in Show—Brittney Winton (The Anatomy of Heavy Reading)
Second Place—Jenna Knafo (Mattie)
Third Place—Eileen Ahearn (Past, Present, Future)

Student Organization of
the Year
Lambda Theta Alpha
Latin Sorority, Inc.

Service Project of the
Year
Out of the Darkness
Walk, Lambda Theta
Alpha Latin Sorority, Inc.

Neophyte/New Member
of the Year
Jacob Scheler, Phi
Gamma Delta (FIJI)

Unsung Hero of
the Year
Anthony Bufi

Digressions Awards:
Visual Art—Andrea Psomopoulous
Poetry—Joseph Fleming
Short Fiction—Linea Cutter
Oral Presentation Awards:
First place—
Christopher Rosario
Karem Molinares, Roshni Patel
Louize Fiore
Anya Ellerbroek, Stephanie Hauck
Second place—
Nathaniel Dolan
Nicholas Ledra
Grace Ducanis
Jose Martinez, Mustari Akhi
Poster Presentation Awards:
Firs place—Olena Bracho, Cyril Manchery
Second place—Stephan Vanwoezik
Kamila Albert
Third place—Ji Hae Hwang, Timothy Chung
Katherine Cadwalader

News
Briefs
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Camp out for Earth Day
NSU’s Nature Club and
Residential Student Association
will co-host an on-campus campout
and Earth Week barbecue on April
18 at 6 p.m. at the Pagoda outside
The Commons. The Nature Club
will provide hamburgers, veggie
burgers, hot dogs and snacks. RSA
and Nature Club will provide tents,
blankets, sleeping bags and glow-inthe-dark footballs and Frisbees. For
more information, contact Shannon
Aldridge, president of Nature Club,
at sa946@nova.edu.
The benefits of fidgeting
On April 16, the Farquhar
College of Arts and Sciences
and the Center for Psychological
Studies will co-host the Psychology
Graduate Research Series, on
April 16 from noon to 1 p.m. in
Room 338 of the Parker Building.
Kelsey Grodner, graduate student
in experimental psychology, will
discuss how fidgeting aids focus in
her talk “Fidget to Focus: Benefits
of Fidgeting.” The talk is free
and all are welcome to attend.
Lunch will be served. For more
information, contact Jaime Tartar,
associate professor and coordinator
of psychology research, at tartar@
nova.edu.
Visit a library and donate some
food
The
Health
Professions
Division Library and the Law
Library, in partnership with the South
Florida Hunger Coalition, are asking
for donations of non-perishable food
items from April 7 through 20, as
part of their celebration of National
Library Week. Cash donations will
also be accepted. For information,
contact the HPD Library at 954-2623108 or the Law Library at 954-2626201.
NSU Scholarship Gold Classic
On April 25, the 29th Annual
Scholarship Golf Classic will be
held at the Professional Golfer’s
Association National Resort and
Spa in Palm Beach. The fundraising
event is one of the largest in South
Florida. All proceeds go directly
to student-athlete scholarships and
academic support. All are welcome
to attend in celebration of NSU’s 50th
Anniversary and the championship
tournament. For more information,
contact golf@nova.edu.
Learn about sustainability for
Earth Day
NSU’s Hudson Center of
Entrepreneurship and Executive
Education will host Sustainability
Practices to Increase Profits
and Competitiveness, a oneday workshop that will teach
conversation and strategies for
sustainability practices for business.
The event will take place in the Carl
DeSantis Building, Room 2097, on
April 22 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
attendance fee is $395 for the public
and $300 for NSU students and
employees. To register, visit www.
huizenga.nova.edu/ExecEd/forms/
RegistrationForm.cfm or call 800672-7223. For more information
on registration and the event, call
954-262-5137 or email exceed@
huizenga.nova.edu.
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Diary of...

a home-schooled kid
By: Ashley Figueroa
Ashley Figueroa is a senior
communication studies major. Outside
of school, she enjoys horseback riding
and working on do-it-yourself projects.
With her story, she hopes that other
people learn to better understand what
it is like to be a home-schooler.
I have a confession to make: I

was home-schooled.
Please, hold your gasps long
enough for me to explain why I’m not
one of those weirdos you see on TV.
Let me answer the easy questions first:
no, I’m not Amish; no, I don’t have a
dozen siblings; no, I couldn’t skip out
on schoolwork; and no, I didn’t do
homework in my pajamas … usually.
It’s surprising how little the
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Ashley is thankful for her experience being homeschooled.

general public knows about home
schooling. I’ve spent half of my
life answering questions from
friends, professors and strangers,
but I don’t mind because I feel I
have benefited from the experience
of being home schooled.
From kindergarten to fourth
grade, I attended a private school.
I loved going to school and some
people might have even called me a
teacher’s pet. I seemed like the least
likely student to leave the school to get
an alternative education, but when my
mom offered the opportunity, I jumped
at it.
That’s right, I wanted to be homeschooled. I’ll admit, it didn’t turn out to
be what I expected it to be. Even though
my “classroom” was down the hallway
from my bedroom, I still had to wake
up somewhat early and, worst of all, I
didn’t get those teacher workdays off
from school like everyone else.
Still, there were a lot of benefits
to it. When I finished my schoolwork
for the day — which was always much
earlier than my friends got out of
school — I could move on to a more
fun activity. This allowed me to pick
up quite a few hobbies, depending on
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what I was interested in that year. Also,
I was able to focus on the subjects
that I was best at. One homeschooling
benefits was that I could do schoolwork
wherever I wanted, whether it was at a
park or lying in bed.
I didn’t really appreciate the
benefits of home schooling versus
traditional schooling until I was in
high school. My non-home-schooled
friends were getting involved in
school sports, drama productions,
yearbook and other cool activities. Of
course, these could only be offered at
traditional schools, right? Wrong.
The home-schooled community,
especially in South Florida, is actually
a large group and there are various
support groups that allow home school
kids to get involved in different ways.
Through my support group, I was
involved in yearbook, the homecoming
committee, and the general event
planning committee. If I had been a
little more coordinated, I could’ve
even joined one of the competitive,
all-home-schooler sports teams, which
ranged from soccer to volleyball and
everything in between.
One of the most prominent
arguments against home schooling
is that it does not allow children to
socialize. Although this may be the case
for some, my experience was quite the
opposite. In traditional school, I saw
my friends five days a week at a place
that I was required, by law, to go. In
a situation like that, friendships form
quickly because you have to be there
anyway. However, when I was homeschooled, I had to learn how to go out
of my way to make new friends. So
instead of hindering my socialization
skills, home schooling actually helped
develop them.

Despite popular belief, my mom
wasn’t always my teacher. In fact,
by the time I was in high school, she
rarely was my teacher, but this varies
depending on which home-schooler
you speak with. For me, traditional
home schooling — where mom
would crack open the textbooks at
the dining room table — disappeared
once I was in high school. There
are actually some organizations and
support groups that offer students
weekly classes in almost every
subject imaginable. These weekly
classes, along with virtual school
classes offered by the state, were the
core of my high school education. I
even had the chance to enroll at my
local college and get a head start on
my degree. I’d say I got an education
similar to any other high school
student’s, but a more tailored one.
Home schooling allowed me
to view the world in a different way.
Every opportunity had the possibility
of becoming a lesson. For example, one
of my fondest memories was learning
about American history and then
actually getting to experience it during
a family vacation to Washington, D.C.
The ability to tailor my curriculum to
my interests allowed me to get a head
start in my field of study. Also, having
such a ﬂexible schedule quickly taught
me how to manage time, a skill that
has proven to be very useful in my
college career.
I often get asked, “If you could
do it over again, would you want
to be home-schooled?” The truth
is, I really did enjoy it. Knowing
how much I benefitted from the
experience, I would do it all over
again the same way.

GROWING IN THE 70S AND 80S
By: Keren Moros

This the third part of a series exploring NSU’s history.
Part four in this series will explore the establishment of NSU’s student life, the merger with
Southeastern University and what the future holds for the university. Look for it in the April 22 issue.

SURMOUNTING MONEY PROBLEMS
NSU has grown tremendously but
that growth was not without struggle.
One of these was breaking away from
New York Institute of Technology, its
academic and buisness partner.
In his book, “The Making of Nova
Southeastern University: A Tradition
of Innovation, 1964-2014,” Julian
Pleasants notes that the 1970s and
1980s brought tough financial times
for Nova University. Bills went unpaid,
and Abraham Fischler, NSU’s fifth
president, had to take money from the

law school and Educational Leadership
Program to make ends meet. By 1975,
the university was $910,000 in debt and
the deficit increased to $3 million from
1983 to 1984.
To make ends meet, Nova
borrowed money from New York
Institute of Technology, paying them
off and then collecting more debt in a
cycle. By the late 70s, it became clear
to the board of directors that it was time
to leave NYIT.
Fischler wanted to stay with

NYIT, telling the board that the school
was “a great asset to Nova University.”
However, he eventually realized
that the differences between NYIT and
Nova out valued what he had once called
“a truly symbiotic relationship.” Finally,
after lawsuits and disagreements, NYIT
and Nova signed an agreement on Oct.
31, 1985. Nova agreed to pay its debts
to NYIT and NYIT and Nova staff left
the others’ board of trustees.

BUILDING A LAW SCHOOL
When the law school started
its second year in 1975, the school
had 330 students and provisional
accreditation from the American Bar
Association. But it needed a building.
“I needed a building to get the
law school fully accredited,” he said.
Originally, Leo Goodwin, Sr.
Hall was owned by Nova’s operating
engineers. Fischler expressed his
concern for obtaining a building
in the article in the Sunday paper.
The next day, he got his wish when
a Canadian representative from
Olympia and York, a real estate

development company, offered to
pay for a building.
“I didn’t even know who they
were,” Fischler said. “He said, ‘I’d
like to help you with a building.’
That was like Santa Claus — better
than Santa Claus.”
Olympia and York bought
the building and refurbished it for
$750,000. It opened in August
1979. Eventually, Nova was able to
purchase the building after making
payments for 23 years.
“It served a very important spot
because I can put in programs in [the

East Campus] and then go elsewhere
on the main campus,” Fischler said.
“And that’s the last building I built.”
Ray Ferrero, then a member
of the board and now NSU’s
chancellor, knew Shepard Broad
for a long time and asked him to
donate to the building. Broad
donated $3 million and with a $5
million gift from Leo Goodwin’s
Goodwin Unitrust, the law school
was set for full accreditation a
future on the main campus.

BEING A STUDENT
Nova
University’s
undergraduate population was small
but also rich.
Suzanne Ferriss, professor in
the Farquhar College of Arts and
Sciences, first came to NSU as
an undergraduate in 1981. She
majored in general studies, with a
focus on literature.
“We had team-taught classes
that were six-credits long when I first
came here, and most of the academic
curriculum was focused on the
general education classes and only
later on did you get into your major.”
At that time, there were only
60 undergraduate students and three
buildings: the Parker Building, the
Mailman-Hollywood
Building,
and the Rosenthal Student Center.
On the Parker Building’s first ﬂoor
was the library and the University
School. Then called the Farquhar
Center for Undergraduate Studies,
the undergraduate college occupied
the second ﬂoor and the classrooms
and faculty offices were there. The
third ﬂoor included registrar and
administrative offices. There were no
restaurants at Nova so students would
go to places in downtown Davie.
“The [Parker] Building was
very different because you went in
to come into your college classes
through the high school and up to the

college, so that was very unusual,”
Ferriss said.
Even though there were few
students, student life still existed.
Ferriss was involved in student
government and a poetry club. Her
orientation was a beach party, and
in one humanities class, she and her
classmates went to the theater and
movies together.
“Because we were a smaller
cohort of students, we had
opportunities to do things together
… It was too early for traditions
yet,” Ferriss said. “We were new. We
were trying new things. The school
was really focused on the future and
innovation and less on looking back
and establishing a tradition.”
Ferriss’ professors helped
her change her mind about what
she wanted to do with her life and
she found her career; according
to Ferriss, students still get this
treatment today.
“The thing that hasn’t changed
between when I was here and now
is those small classes and that
interaction with full-time faculty.
That’s something that we have
always had,” she said. “I would say
that that’s an academic tradition
that we’ve had and that I hope the
university never loses.”
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Faculty Spotlight:
Ralph Eugene Cash
By: Saily Regueiro
Originally from Knoxville,
Tenn., Ralph Eugene Cash always
knew that he wanted to seek higher
education and get a doctoral degree.
“Nobody in my family had even
gone to college. A few had gone to
high school but that was it,” said
Cash. “My goal was always to get a
doctorate in something.”
When Cash attended the
University of Tennessee, he started
off as a chemistry major, but he
eventually realized that his true
calling was psychology.
“One night, I was sitting in
the chemistry lab and no one was
interacting with anybody else. I
thought ‘I don’t like this.’ So the
next day I went and changed to a
psychology major,” said Cash.
In 1968, Cash received his

bachelor’s of science in psychology
and applied for a full doctoral degree
fellowship in New York University.
Cash applied for the fellowship
not thinking anything would come of
it. To his surprise, he was called for
an interview.
“I got the interview and then
realized that I had a problem,” said
Cash. “I didn’t have any money so I
didn’t know how I was going to get
to New York.”
Cash knew he had to take
advantage of this opportunity.
He and his family piled into their
old Pontiac, drove to New York,
and stayed at the cheapest hotel.
Thankfully, it all worked out and
Cash was accepted to NYU’s school
psychology doctorate program.
After receiving his doctorate,
Cash moved to Florida and got a job
with the Broward County School

System as a school psychologist.
In 1980, Cash went into private
practice, working full-time with
psychiatric groups and conducting
evaluations in hospitals. He also
directed competency testing in courts
for child custody cases.
“Having my private practice
was interesting,” said Cash. “It
gave me tremendous amount of
experience working with all kinds
of people. It was difficult work, but
I enjoyed it.”
After 23 years of working in
private practice, Cash was given the
opportunity to become a professor
as NSU.
“I always wanted to teach. In
private practice, I could help patients
one at a time, but as a professor, I
can convey ideas and information
to students that will help them help
many people,” said Cash.

COURTESY OF K. MOROS

Ralph Eugene Cash is an associate professor at NSU’s Center for Psychological Studies.

Currently, Cash is an associate
professor of psychology at NSU’s
Center for Psychological Studies.
He teaches integrated report writing,
ethics in the law of psychology, and
public policy advocacy courses.
Cash also directs the School
Psychology Clinic at the center
where he supervises practicum and
postdoctoral students. Along with
some of his colleagues, he is also
involved in different research projects.
Cash said that there are many

opportunities for students interested
in psychology.
“Psychology
is
a
very
rewarding field,” said Cash. “Part
of it has to do with what do you
want to do with your life, and the
other has to be realistic in the sense
that you probably won’t become
phenomenally wealthy, but you will
earn a good living and help a lot of
people.”

Sustaina bility
Tip of the Week
By: Leela Mansukhani
Leela Mansuhkani is a sophomore environmental studies major who hopes to turn her passion for sustainability into a
career. Through her new feature in The Current, she’ll offer up
weekly tips, with easy ways for students to live a more sustainable
life, many of which she’s learned through friends, family, NSU
professors and nature documentaries.

Wash your clothes with cold water.
The Minnesota Energy Challenge says
that 90 percent of the energy used by
your washing machine heats the water.
Plus, using cold water preserves the
color of your clothing and helps clothes
last longer. For delicates and shirts with
pictures or plastic lettering, follow label instructions.

Need some
SPACE?
thecurrentad@nova.edu | 954.262.8455
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Coach’s Corner
Stephen Schram

By: Grant McQueenie
Maintaining a positive attitude
and having a great work ethic has
helped Stephen Schram, head coach
of the women’s tennis team, achieve
the goals he has set for himself. He
learned to stay positive from one of
his coaches and he now preaches it to
his team.
“One of the biggest inﬂuences
in my life was one of the coaches I
worked with for four or five years
during my junior career,” said
Schram. “Every day in practice and
in matches, we talked about attitude
and work ethic and those were the
two main elements to be successful
in tennis and it stuck with me since.”
Originally from Zanesville,
Ohio, 50 miles southeast of
Columbus, Schram started playing
tennis at a young age. His family
decided that getting him into sports
would be good for him. Tennis was
one of those sports, and he has been
in love ever since.
“I started playing tennis when I
was about 7-years-old. I took private
tennis lessons and played in different
group settings at country clubs and
played a lot of junior tournaments as
well,” said Schram. “I really liked
it because of being individual and
being out there by myself.”
Schram attended Florida Gulf
Coast University in Fort Myers,
Fla. and graduated in 2006 with a
bachelor’s in political science. It was
in college that Schram realized he
wanted to pursue a coaching career.
“During my second year of
college, I figured since I loved the
game so much I wanted to stay in

the game, and, luckily enough, I was
able to become an assistant coach
right after I graduated,” said Schram.
“I started as an assistant for both the
men and women’s team at Wofford
College in South Carolina and stuck
with it since.”
As an assistant coach, Schram
began to develop his coaching style,
which he would use moving forward
in his new profession. He realized
that being positive and working hard
paid off not just for coaches, but also
the players. Yet, the transition from
player to coach still provided Schram
with an enormous challenge.
“It’s a different transition
because you’re more of a leader but
you have to really separate yourself
from the players and that was
probably the biggest element I had to
work on,” said Schram, “But after a
year or so as a college coach, I was
able to distinguish myself.”
Schram is completing his first
year at NSU, but it has been his goal
to coach in South Florida ever since
he graduated from FGCU.
“I always told myself every day
‘You have got to work hard. You
have to put the time and effort into
it to get back down to South Florida
and that opportunity will open up,’”
said Schram. “I’m familiar with the
area, all of South Florida. I played
in tournaments down here so, from
a recruiting standpoint, it’s definitely
beneficial to know the area.”
He’s been able to reﬂect on
the season the team has had so far,
to help evaluate each of his players
and the program moving toward the
future. Schram is happy with the
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Tennis Head Coach Stephen Schram is completing his first year at NSU and has turned the program around into a top-25 team.

progress the team has made since last
year but knows there is still plenty of
work ahead for them.
“Overall, I think we’ve had a
very good season. I took over a team
that was 8-14 last year so it’s been
a big turnaround. I give a lot of the
credit to the girls for changing the
culture of the team,” said Schram.
Once the season ends,
Schram’s job will focus on bringing
in new athletes to continue the
program’s future success. This was
another reason why Schram chose

South Florida.
“I want to recruit the most
highly qualified student-athletes and
bring in players that are going to get
the job done on the court but also in
the classroom as well,” he said. “I
feel very confident that this will take
place but it doesn’t happen overnight.
In two to three years, we will have a
very good chance at competing for a
national title.”
Schram
wants
to
help
develop not only tennis players
but individuals. He is a coach who

wants to bring out the best in his
student-athletes. His philosophy is
a simple one but it means a lot to
him and his team.
“Be the best you can be. No
matter what you do,” Schram said.
“You have to have good work
ethic and a positive attitude to be
successful, and I try to instill that
every day in practice.”

The Current is now
selling ad space for our
2014 Orientation Issue!
This is a special issue, out all summer, and
spaces go fast, so reserve your spot today.
Email thecucrrentad@nova.edu or call (954)262-8461.
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Athlete of the week:
Liliana Cammisa

By: Grant McQueenie
Born and raised in Alta Gracia,
a city in the province of Cordoba in
Argentina, Liliana Cammisa, member
of the women’s golf team and a junior
sports and recreation management
major, grew up next to what would
eventually be her “office.”
“We lived next to a golf course
and it caught my attention. When I
was 4, I joined a kid’s school that
they had at the course and I haven’t
stopped since,” said Cammisa.
Golf wasn’t a sport that was
popular in her family or even in her
home country, which is typically
known for soccer, but that didn’t
prevent it from intriguing the young
golf prospect.
Originally, the golf school tried
to recruit her sister Mariana because
of her age and not because of any
interest she had shown. It was young
Cammisa who showed the desire to
attend the school, and with a little
convincing, she was able to get in.
“My parents play and my sister
don’t play. [The school] came to our
house to see if my sister wanted to
play because it was for kids 5 and
over. I told them I wanted to play
but they wouldn’t let me because I
wasn’t old enough but then they let
me,” said Cammisa.
Cammisa
attended Anglo
Americano de Alta Gracia School
before enrolling at NSU. It was while

she was playing in tournaments in
America that she showed up on
the radar of college scouts. NSU
interested her most because of
the program’s reputation and the
campus’s location.
“I got recruited while I was
playing in some tournaments here
in the states,” said Cammisa. “I
liked being in Fort Lauderdale
and NSU had won three national
championships before I came, and I
liked the opportunity to come here
and have the chance to win some
tournaments.”
In 2012, she was named
Women’s Golf Coaches Association
Freshman of the Year and was a
WGCA First-Team All-America
selection. In 2013, she was also a
WGCA Division II All-American
Team Member and she finished 23rd
overall at the NCAA Division II
National Championships.
This season, Cammisa admits
that she hasn’t had the best of years
but that is all part of the game.
“I haven’t been too consistent.
I started the season struggling a little
bit with my swing so I wasn’t hitting
the ball too well. It all depended on
my short game. Now I would say that
I’m starting to hit the ball a lot better
and I feel more confident out there,”
said Cammisa. “I made some swing
changes that I have been working
on in the past two months. I’ve been
trying to improve my swing. I’ve

really been trying to focus on that.”
Cammisa has been all over
North and South America because
of the sport she fell in love with,
and she hopes that it will bring more
fruitful experiences that she can
look back on and reminisce about in
the future.
I sat down with Cammisa to
learn more about this start golfer.
What are your strengths as a
golfer?
“I would say my short game.
Anywhere from 100 yards in, I feel
pretty confident.”
Weaknesses?
“I’m always trying to improve
my putting. I feel that if I can putt
better, then I have better chances of
winning tournaments.”
What do you want to do after you
finish college?
“Right now, I want to turn pro
after college. If that doesn’t work
out, then something with my degree,
but golf comes first right now.”
Who is your favorite athlete?
“Roger Federer.”
Of the four major tournaments
on the pro tour, which would you
most like to compete in?
“The U.S. Open.”

Commentary by: Grant McQueenie

sport, but using sex to sell is taking
two steps backward. I thought
women wanted to be treated equal
and be taken seriously as athletes
and professionals. Granted, many of
these women do actually have talent,
but athletes like Gina Carano and
Anna Kornikova saw success and
fame based solely on their looks.
Carano used her sex appeal
to launch a film career after she
lost her first fight in mixed martial
arts. She was undefeated in seven
fights before that, but it was highly
rumored that she was given easy
opponents at first so she could be the
biggest name in the sport, building
its popularity with her face and not
her fists.
Since then, Ronda Rousey,
current
Ultimate
Fighting
Championships champion, has burst
onto the scene by staying undefeated
in her first nine fights. But when
she was first introduced to the fight
world, it was on the cover of ESPN
The Magazine wearing nothing but
the hand wraps she wears under her
gloves. Although she has shown
her talent is legitimate, UFC still
needed sex to sell female mixed

What has been your most
memorable moment playing golf?
“Winning the South American
Championship with the national
team in 2012.”
What is your favorite food?
“Italian, specially pasta but
anything Italian I like.”
If you could play another sport at
NSU, what would it be?
“I would say tennis. I played
tennis when I was younger.”
What do you like to do for fun

ON THE
BENCH
There seems to be a large
emphasis on the beauty and sex
appeal of female athletes, especially
in the past 20 years. Female athletes
are seen as models who happen to
play a sport. Although they wouldn’t
consider themselves that, through
the eyes of our society, they are.
Sports marketers have been
trying to sell women’s sports with
sex for as long as I can remember.
Female athletes are looked at
differently from male athletes; while
a man is judged solely on his talent
to play the sport he loves, women are
judged for their physical appearance
as well as their skills.
No offense to older female
athletes like Billie Jean King and
Cheryl Miller, but they weren’t
causing whiplash in the necks
of men across the country or
globe. Now we have the Williams
sisters, Serena and Venus, Maria
Sharapova, Ronda Rousey, Gina
Carano and Elena Delle Donne
who are admired for their looks
first. If they happen to be good at
their sport, that is just a bonus.
These women are marketed
to help raise the awareness of their

COURTESY OF J. FRAYSURE

After having a rough start to the season, Liliana Cammisa has begun to get into the swing of things.

martial arts.
Anna Kornikova, the girlfriend
of singer Enrique Iglesias, rose to
the top of the tennis world in the
late 1990s but it wasn’t because of
her play on the court, because she
never won a singles title on the pro
women’s tour. She retired from
tennis after a back injury but has
made more of a name for herself as
model after her playing career.
I have no problem with female
athletes wanting to look good and
be sexy, but to be known for that
instead of their play on the court,
in the field or even in the cage,
shouldn’t be how it’s done.
Maybe as a society we all just
keep getting better looking, but I just
don’t want to see the gender equality
that women have been fighting for
take serious steps backward because
of the way some of these female
athletes are objectified. We all know
sex sells but when it’s at the expense
of your dignity and pride, is it worth
it? I just hope these women know
what they are doing by promoting
their sport the way they are, because
the marketing executives sure know
what they are doing.

besides golf?
“I like snorkeling. I don’t get to
do it too often but if I had more time,
I would do it more.”
What is your favorite TV show?
“‘House of Cards.’”
If there were movie made about
your life, who would play you?
“I like Sandra Bullock.”

8

Arts & Entertainment

April 15, 2014 | nsucurrent.nova.edu

Going above and beyond in
“Beneath the Harvest Sky”

By: Megan Mortman
Directors and writers Aron
Gaudet and Gita Pullapilly’s latest
project, “Beneath the Harvest Sky,”
tells the story of best friends Casper
and Dominic, played by Emory Cohen
and Callan McAuliffe, trying to get out
of their small town in Maine. The film
premiered at the Toronto International
Film Festival and at Tribeca Film
Festival this month and is also
available on demand and on iTunes.
Gaudet and Pullapilly talked
about creating “Beneath the Harvest
Sky” and what they hope viewers,
specifically college students, will get
out of the film.
How did you guys come together
and start making films?
Pullapilly: Aron and I actually
met working in television news, so I
was working for the local ABC station
in Grand Rapids, Mich. and Aron was
working for the Fox station there. We
had always loved making movies but
we weren’t quite sure — it seemed
like such an intimidating thing to try to
make that leap into it…
Gaudet: Gita and I spent the next
five years making this documentary
film called “The Way We Get By.”
We made that and used documentary
filmmaking as a bridge to scripted
narrative filmmaking, then wrote the
script for “Beneath the Harvest Sky”
and came back to Maine to make
another movie.

As a married couple, what is it like
working together?
Pullapilly: Well, we work 24/7
together so we’re around each other
all the time. I think in order to do that
you have to really love each other in
order to really succeed because I think
a lot of people, a lot of our colleagues,
always say how incredibly difficult it
would be in their world. But I think
Aron and I have kind of compatible
skill sets in a lot of different ways in
life and in our professional work. I
can’t imagine making movies without
Aron and I think he would feel the
same, right?
Gaudet: Absolutely. It’s hard.
Filmmaking takes up so much of your
life it’s pretty time-consuming, so if
you didn’t work with your partner, you
probably wouldn’t see them that often.
So for us, it’s a way to be around each
other a lot and share in what you’re
doing in your life because our whole
lives are sort of consumed by making
movies.
How did the concept come about for
“Beneath the Harvest Sky?”
Gaudet: Growing up, some of our
favorite movies were “Stand By Me”
or “The Outsiders” or “The Goonies”
or “At Close Range” — these movies
that were really more about teenagers
growing up and starting out in the
world. We really wanted to make
a coming-of-age movie that would
appeal to younger people ... As soon as
they turn 18, they really want to get out

and go somewhere else, go to college
somewhere else or go to a bigger city
and try to work, so we thought that was
a great backdrop for a movie about
17-year-old kids that were trying to
figure out their future and had dreams
of going somewhere bigger. It all grew
from this idea of wanting to make a
coming-of-age story like the films we
grew up loving.
How would you describe the
relationship between Casper and
Dominic?
Pullapilly: They’re best friends,
extremely loyal to each other. And
when you’re growing up at that age,
Aron and I would always talk about
as we were creating those characters,
just how much our friends in growing
up and your best friend is everything
in your life and how much it was
important to portray that in the film.
You guys premiered the film at the
Toronto International Film Festival,
what was that like?
Pullapilly: That was incredible.
Toronto is one of the top film festivals
in the world, and to be selected at
Toronto is kind of like winning the
lottery. It’s so incredibly hard to get
your film accepted at Toronto.
You guys were a part of Variety’s 10
Directors to Watch. What was it like
to be recognized?
Pullapilly: To be recognized in
a way was a huge stamp of approval
but also such a confidence booster to
say, “Wow, all of those struggles, all
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Directors and writers Aron Gaudet and Gita Pullapilly of the film “Beneath the Harvest Sky.”

of those years trying to figure out if
we could reach our dreams of making
movies”…
In the film, there are a lot of twists
and turns. When you were writing
the script, did you know how you
were going to end the film, or did you
change things as you went along?
Gaudet: Maybe a little bit of
each. When we were researching the
movie, it changed a lot because all we
knew was we were hoping to make a
good coming-of-age movie and we
thought that location, setting it during
a potato harvest, would be interesting,
something people hadn’t seen before.
But then when we went up
to northern Maine and we started
interviewing
everyone,
and
interviewing the kids and teachers
and farmers and different law
enforcement, we started learning
about the prescription drug abuse
and prescription drugs coming across
the Canadian border and we started
learning more about what the life was
like for kids in that area, and that really
informed our script as we would write
it. Probably 85 percent of what’s in

The fine boys of
By: Alyssa DiMaria
All it takes is six seconds to
become a viral sensation.
Vine, a video-sharing app,
allows users to take six-second videos
of their daily lives. Each short video
plays in a continuous loop on the Vine
website or app.
Thanks to Vine, a group of boys
known as the “MAGCON Boys”
have transformed into celebrities.
MAGCON stands for Meet and Greet
Convention, a tour that allows fans
get to meet Internet stars up close and
personal, including popular Viners. A
single ticket to attend this convention
sells for $230.
The boys were complete
strangers before entering the Vine

world — their shared characteristics
of good looks, hilarious videos and
teenage girls drooling over their charm
united them all. The funny part is that
the only thing these boys did was film
a video acting like their normal and
silly teenage selves and shared it on
an app. From there, they were dripping
with fame. In an instant, a six-second
video turned into six million fans.
The fact that these boys have
the ability to conjure millions of
fans for simply being themselves is
really amazing. Their videos are a
little bizarre and some people may
not understand them, but that’s what
makes them so exceptional and worth
watching.
The Vine world gives ordinary,
everyday teenagers the chance to be

What do you hope people get out of
“Beneath the Harvest Sky”?
Pullapilly: I think it’s such a story
of friendship, but I also think it’s a time
where people all across the country will
have a look into another community in
Maine ... near the Canadian border.
And this is the first feature film that’s
been released nationally in Aroostook
County in Maine so it gives people an
insight and a look at the world that a lot
of people have never seen before…
Gaudet: At the core of the movie
is a really great friendship, and we
hope that that really resonates with
people across the country — that their
relationship with their best friend, they
see some similarities there and connect
with it in some way. We’re also very
proud of the music in the film ... the
composer Dustin Hamman did an
amazing job, and we hope people will
watch the film and then also connect
with the music.
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Directors Aron Gaudet and Gita Pullapilly talking to actor Sarah Sutherland while filming a harvest scene
for “Beneath the Harvest Sky.”

the script is based on true stories that
somebody told us…

Callan McAuliffe as Dominic, Sarah Sutherland as Emma, and Emory Cohen as Casper on a moose safari in a scene from “Beneath the Harvest Sky.”

recognized, feel special and be accepted
for their true selves, which is always a
constant battle in our world. So, give
them a chance and check out their
videos. I guarantee that you will chuckle
or at least grin. And who knows, maybe
you’ll feel inspired to start your own
Vine channel.
Nash Grier — “The leader of the
pack”
16-year-old Vine sensation Grier
captivates teenage girls with his blue
eyes and amusing pranks. In one of
his videos, he goes up to a complete
stranger in the park and starts rubbing
the stranger’s bald head as Rihanna’s
“Shine Bright Like a Diamond” plays in
the background. His videos also feature
his little sister Skylynn. He often plays
the most popular songs heard on the
radio and makes his own mini music
videos to them.
Shawn Mendes — “The Canadian
boy with the guitar”
Mendes is only 15 and is known
as the baby of the MAGCON Boys.
Instead of playing jokes and goofing

around with his friends In his Vine
videos, he sings and is known for
his striking voice. From sharing his
singing with the world he received
the opportunity to go on tour with
musician Austin Mahone, an 18-yearold American pop singer-songwriter.
Cameron Dallas — “Brown-eyed
beauty”
There is no doubt that Dallas’
notable set of abs contribute to his
popularity. However, his good looks
aren’t the only thing he is admired
for. The 19-year-old posts videos
of himself dancing, twerking and
creating mischief with his friends.
Dallas often runs up to random
people on the street and tries to
hold their hand, hug them and sing
in their faces. He receives confused
and frightened looks in return, but
he never seems to feel ashamed or
embarrassed. He is also known for
a scandalous trick known as the
“smack cam”; he goes up to people
with a handful of shaving cream or
whipped cream and smacks it onto
their faces when they least expect it.

Matthew Espinosa — “Justin Bieber
look-alike”
Warning: Don’t be startled by
Espinosa’s dinosaur noises or his
similarity to Bieber. This 16-year-old
will make you laugh with one look at
his peculiar videos. One of his most
famous videos came about when he
videotaped himself being chased by a
massive group of girls at the mall. He
took out his phone and taped the entire
thing while running away screaming.
Jack and Jack — “The two teenage
girls”
From diapers to fame, Jack and
Jack have been best friends before
they started posting Vine videos. Both
named Jack and both 18, they transform
common teenage girl situations into
jokes. Their video titled “When your
mom buys you clothes when you
aren’t with her,” one Jack pretends
to be the mother and the other acts as
the daughter. When the mother brings
home a hideous shirt, the daughter
starts to cry and lights the shirt on fire.
Occasionally, they wear wigs to make
the videos come to life.
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See this film … Captain’s orders.
By: Ricardo Lugo
Captain America returns in
“Captain America: The Winter
Soldier,” an espionage thriller that is
easily the most intellectually engaging
Marvel film since Bryan Singer’s
“X-Men.”
The film moves at a break-neck
speed, barely allowing viewers time
to breathe. When the slow scenes
— which are far and few — arrive,
viewers can’t help but think about how
the U.S. deals with national security.
The plot is simple. The film
follows the events in “The Avengers”
as Captain America is still trying
to adjust to modern society while
protecting the free world. He’s
assisted by the intelligence agency
S.H.I.E.L.D., but not all is what it
seems. After a bloody attack is carried
out on S.H.I.E.L.D., fingers are pointed
at Captain America and he goes on the
run. With the American government
and S.H.I.E.L.D. after him, Captain
America has to clear his name and find
out who the real enemy is.
The script by Christopher Markus
and Stephen McFeely is brilliant and an
homage to great spy films like “Where
Eagles Dare,” “The Bourne Identity”
and “The Guns of Navarone.” In fact,
characters Black Widow, Falcon and
Nick Fury constantly reference these
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Captain America battles the Winter Soldier in the latest installment of the Captain America series.

films. These references don’t distract
from the script’s underlying question:
are intelligence agencies really
obtaining our personal information to
protect us or is there another motive?
The script features many great
dramatic scenes allowing the lead
actors to showcase their acting chops.
Chris Evans, Scarlett Johansson,
Anthony Mackie, Robert Redford
and the rest of the cast elevate the
screenplay with their performances.
The cast also has dynamic chemistry,
which adds to the movie’s greatness.
Evans, once again, proves that
he was born to play Captain America.
Through his headstrong demeanor
and his unwavering determination,
he makes the audience feel that he’s

“Orphan”

is the new black
By: Jodi Tandet
Sorry, “Game of Thrones.” I
apologize, “Breaking Bad.” Nice try,
“The Walking Dead.” None of you
were my favorite shows of 2013.
That prestigious award goes to the
one, the only, a show you, dear
reader, have likely never even heard
of but should absolutely be watching,
“Orphan Black.”
The BBC America sci-fi
masterpiece aired its first season from
March to June of last year and quickly
reeled me in with its loveable, complex
characters, undeniable wit and intense
cliffhangers. My only complaint is that
the season only lasted 10 episodes. But,
the series is far from over; season two
premieres April 19 at 9 p.m.
I could easily and happily launch
into a novel-length article now, citing
at least 100 reasons you should watch
“Orphan Black,” but, in the interest of
saving space, here are three highlights.
And before you cry out that you don’t
have BBC America and cannot possibly
watch, have no fear. Google Play,
iTunes, Amazon Prime and Xbox Live
also offer it.
There’re clones.
“Orphan Black” is about clones.
Some readers might accuse me of
having just given away a massive spoiler
as this fact is hinted at, but not revealed,
until the start of the second episode.
Yet, avoiding the word “clones” in this
article would be as bizarre as avoiding
the word “mob” when discussing “The
Sopranos” or never uttering the words
“plane crash” in a blog post about

“Lost.” Clones are so entirely woven
into the fabric and premise of “Orphan
Black” that any premise or summary
of the show, no matter how short, will
surely feature the word several times.
And it’s a wonderful thing. The
clone club, as the ladies occasionally
call themselves, isn’t composed of
several unoriginal women, identical
in personality and thought. They
are clones solely by DNA, not even
identical in looks, as they all rock
drastically different hairstyles, makeup
and fashions. One has a short sleek bob
and proudly wears expensive suits that
seem to come from the “Devil Wears
Prada” set, and another sports brunette
dreadlocks and quirky Forever 21type outfits. There’s also an uptight
soccer mom, a feral religion-obsessed
criminal, and a sharp-witted police
detective. The clone awarded the most
amount of screen time, though not quite
enough to be considered the undeniable
lead, is Sarah Manning, a street-wise
con woman hailing from the U.K.
Tatiana Maslany is the Meryl Streep
of TV.
With the dizzying array of
clothing and wigs, it’s easy to forget that
the clones are all played by the same
person, not a squad of outrageously
talented quintuplets. Canadian actress
Tatiana Maslany may not have the
name recognition of Meryl Streep or
Julia Roberts, but she deserves at least
10 Emmy Awards — the number of
clones revealed in season one. Each
woman is portrayed so vibrantly and
with so much complexity that even
if the show were about just a single

a man struggling to protect a world
he no longer knows. Evans must
have modeled his portrayal of Steve
Rogers, aka Captain America, after
James Dean’s performance in “Rebel
Without a Cause.” It’s easy to mistake
Evans for Dean in the film because his
posture, clothes, hairstyle and even
speaking style is similar to Dean’s.
His performance is symbolic of
Captain America’s rebellion against
S.H.I.E.L.D.’s methods. He doesn’t
support how the agency sacrifices
privacy or the right to a fair trial to
protect the U.S. from terrorism. Evans
conveys his distaste with stunning
accuracy during his wonderful
interactions with the rest of the cast.
Johansson reminds comic fans

one — any one — she’d deserve to be
showered with awards.
Maslany doesn’t just let the
costume, makeup or wig departments
do the work for her; she drastically
transforms herself to play each clone,
complete with unique hand gestures
and postures. I swear she even breathes
differently. Oh, and did I not mention
the accents? From British to Canadian,
American, Ukrainian and German,
she’s managed to convince me that at
least half-a-dozen inﬂections are her
natural voice. And when one clone
impersonates another, a frequent
occurrence with typically hilarious
results, she lets her accent sound
slightly less than perfect. For example,
Canadian Alison sounds as if she’s
faking a British accent to impersonate
the U.K.-born Sarah.
Though Maslany has many
delightful co-stars — most notably
Jordan Gavaris as Sarah’s foster brother
and best friend Felix — her best acting
partner is herself. The clones frequently
interact with each other, and not in lame
split screens that would make the special
effects seem rather unimpressive. No,
the clones fully interact as if they’re
separate people, hugging, sharing
meals and even getting in physical
brawls. Behind-the-scenes features
and interviews, which are almost as
entertaining as the show itself, reveal
that these technical feats are achieved
through shots of Maslany interacting
alongside thin air and, sometimes, a
body double, a role that is now my
dream job.
It’s realistic.
Yes, that’s right; I just called a
sci-fi thriller realistic. The world of
“Orphan Black” isn’t inhibited by
aliens, mind readers or time travel
devices. Although it involves a few sci-fi
elements, in addition to cloning, they all
revolve around realistic technological
advances, like bizarre plastic surgeries,
not werewolves, witches or ﬂying

why she was the perfect choice
for Natasha Romanoff, aka Black
Widow. In addition to looking
stunning in the iconic black leather
cat suit, Johansson essentially plays
the ultimate femme fatale, leaving
viewers and comic fans wondering
whose side she’s on. She’s rather
unemotional throughout the movie,
making her all the more believable;
Black Widow is a spy and spies can’t
let emotions creep into their missions.
Anthony Mackie, who plays
Captain America’s iconic sidekick,
Falcon, does his character justice.
Mackie plays the character like a
mysterious soldier. He’s thrusted into
an extraordinary situation and tries his
best to help Captain America come out
on top.
Delving into the character of the
Winter Soldier would spoil the movie,
but his performance is extremely
sinister; he can only be described as a
killing machine.
Robert Redford plays Alexander
Pierce and is probably one of the main
reasons the movie is so good. Pierce
is a J. Edgar Hoover-type character
who leaves the audience wondering,
“Is this guy really trying to protect us
or does he have some other motive?”
His performance is seemingly based
on former vice president Dick
Cheney. Redford’s posture and

attitude screams Cheney.
Direction from Anthony and
John Russo, in combination with Trent
Opaloch’s cinematography, gives the
film a constant sense of urgency. The
camera is almost always moving and
when it stops, it doesn’t do so for long.
It makes viewers feel as if they are part
of the pursuit and, at the same time,
being watched by S.H.I.E.L.D.
Even though this is an awesome
movie, it does have two ﬂaws. Emily
VanCamp, known for the TV show
“Revenge,” plays Agent 13, one of
Captain America’s love interests in
the comics. However, in this spy
thriller, she only has two scenes and
adds absolutely nothing to the story.
Another problem is the narrative. Avid
fans of the Captain America comics
like me will know who in the movie
can be trusted and who’s bad news.
Since this film relies on suspense, it
takes away from the experience of
what’s coming next.
But, despite its ﬂaws, “Captain
America: The Winter Soldier” gets
two thumbs up. It’s a story that
makes viewers think about where
our intelligence agencies are and the
modern world are heading. So get
your friends, grab a bowl of popcorn
and watch Captain America fight
some bad guys.
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Acting gem Tatiana Maslany stars as Cosima, Sarah and Alison, among other clones, on “Orphan Black,”
a multi-genre show that will premiere its second season on April 19.

cars. Plus, the characters react with
appropriate shock over the discovery
of these elements. Human cloning isn’t
presented as perfectly normal. As one of
the British clones might say, it’s bloody
bonkers.
But “Orphan Black” isn’t
just realistic in the sense of being
scientifically plausible. The characters
and their quirks are completely relatable,
too. The clone that I described earlier as
an “uptight soccer mom” is far more
than a cliché or stock character; beneath
Alison’s sunny, musical-theater-loving
demeanor lies a wild side, full of
anxieties and devious thoughts.
Dreadlocked Cosima isn’t a lazy
hippie; she’s a doctoral microbiology
student with a love for evolutionary
theories and ﬂirting. Each clone may
be easy to label within the first two
minutes of her first appearance, but
each scene that follows tears down

those stereotypes.
But what perhaps excites me most
about the show is that it goes against
the stereotype of its genre labels. It’s
not just a sci-fi, drama or thriller. It’s
also a comedy. I find many sci-fi ﬂicks
and shows boring and unrelatable
because the characters never take a
moment to laugh or joke about the
ridiculous circumstances they’ve found
themselves in. “Orphan Black” does.
As sick, twisted and horrifying as
human cloning may be, it’s also ripe for
comedy. “Orphan Black” recognizes
that and uses it. It may not be as
laugh-out-loud hilarious as “Arrested
Development” or “The Office,” but
when the jokes come, typically several
brilliant ones per episode, they offer a
delightfully refreshing break from the
show’s overall frightening, tragic tone.
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Printing Disasters Your body

By: Nikita Doshi
Imagine being able to simply
walk up to your printer and press
a “pizza” button instead of going
through the hassle of cooking,.
I didn’t think such a luxury was
possible until I learned about the
astonishing work of 3-D printers.
The “Foodini,” a 3-D printer in
development that makes food, is
just one of the limitless possibilities
that this new technology creates.
Yet, while I wouldn’t mind being
able to print my meals, the potential
dangers of 3-D printers are even
more astonishing.
The technology of 3-D printing,
developed in 1986, takes computer
models and uses different materials
to print real, physical objects. Saying
that 3-D printers can hypothetically
make almost anything is not an
overstatement; these machines can
make toys, jewelry, instruments,
clothing and many other items.
Though, aren’t these already mass
manufactured and available in retail
stores worldwide? With factories
and their machines already making
these products efficiently, what is the
use in a machine that costs thousands
of dollars when it makes the same
things Wal-Mart sells?

Instead, the focus of this rapidly
developing technology should be
its ability to produce gun parts and
even whole firearms. While, in most
states, guns aren’t available for sale
without a permit and background
check, the 3-D printer can make guns
completely made of plastics that are
lethal — a dangerous loophole.
The benefit that this new
technology provides is outweighed
by the immediate threat on
individuals. There’s just nothing cool
about that. These plastic guns pose a
threat to security in airports, courts
and, really, any location imaginable
as it’s difficult to detect them with
standard metal detectors. In the
wrong hands, a 3-D printer threatens
everyday life.
Some 3-D printer supporters
say that these machines have already
made a tremendous impact on the
health industry, as professionals can
now print prosthetic limbs, custom
leg braces and hearing aids. As an
aspiring doctor, I am fascinated
by the prospect of yet another
technology that is able to produce
prosthetic limbs, but I don’t see
any new benefits from it. After all,
even ancient literature references
prosthetic limbs; prosthetic limbs
were used by the Greeks and Romans.

They’re not exactly breaking news.
In 2013, the first 3-D printed
metal gun was created, firing 50
rounds of ammo. A lethal weapon
made from simply pressing a button
definitely isn’t described in ancient
literature. The introduction of 3-D
printers just adds more anxiety to
boarding a ﬂight or walking the
streets at night.
For years, the music and video
industries have suffered from illegal
downloads. I confess that I haven’t
bought an album in a while. Now
imagine that Apple, one of today’s
top companies, struggling to sell
its trendy iPhone; 3-D printing can
make that a reality. With the various
materials that a 3-D printer can now
use to print, extremely complex
products can potentially be made,
including iPhones, designer watches
and other top-notch products. This
would cause a disaster in copyright
violations that could affect the
majority of properous industries
prosperous. I wouldn’t pay $200 for
an iPhone if I can get a functioning
replica cheaper, and I bet most
people wouldn’t either.
Printed food isn’t worth the
threat of printed guns. I would rather
just make the home-cooked meal.

is not a
mirror to
your soul

By: Nicole Cocuy
Last week, E! News tweeted a
picture of Amanda Bynes tanning
poolside in a bikini. Immediately
afterward, hundreds of tweeters
responded with essentially the
same comment: “Wow, she looks
great! I’m glad to see she’s
doing better.” It’s great that
Bynes is being showered with
compliments and well wishes
while she is undergoing some
serious
psychological
issues
and significant changes to her
personal life. However, implying
that she, or anyone else for that
matter, has recovered on the
basis of her physical appearance
is not only wildly inaccurate but
also potentially harmful to her
psychological health.
It’s tempting to assume that
a person’s physical appearance
mirrors his or her level of
sanity and control because body
image is used in the media to
determine someone’s mental state.
Bridget Jones finds solace in the
company of a bucket of Ben &
Jerry’s and gains weight while
melodramatically coping with
the pain of being 30 and single.
Gwyneth Paltrow is still as thin
and beautiful as ever when she
strongly resurfaces into the public
eye after announcing her split
with Chris Martin after 10 years
of marriage. The media shows the
innermost emotions of characters
and even celebrities through
portrayals of their body image.
However, this tendency places an
overemphasis on appearance over
substance and adds even more
pressure for women to strive for

society’s idealized goal of physical
beauty. Not only do women feel
pressured to hit the treadmill and
count carbs to attract a significant
other; they also do so to be taken
seriously and appear psychologically
and emotionally sane.
Unfortunately,
this
idea
that body image represents an
individual’s mental state is as
inaccurate as it is shallow. For
example, some girls cope with
really bad breakups by getting
all dressed up and going out with
a group of friends. They like to
give off the impression that they
are feeling confident and ready to
move on when, in reality, they are
still mourning and simply trying
to find a distraction. Even more
common and damaging, some
women cope with stress and grief
by obsessively working out and
even skipping meals. Although
these women will quickly and
effectively shed pounds, it is a
result of emotional distress, not
control and sanity.
In Bynes’ case, although
it is possible that she might be
feeling better, placing even more
emphasis on physical appearance
might be damaging. Body image
is a big deal to Bynes: she used
to tweet old pictures of herself
and publically shame herself for
being“too fat.” Now that she is
out of rehab and trying to make
significant changes to improve
her life, the last thing she needs
is to be reminded about how
much society values thin and fit
bodies. Congratulate Bynes on her
emotional and life achievements,
what really matters and truly
indicates her mental state.
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Punished for a good deed

By: Megan Mortman
Sometimes, a good deed goes
unpunished — but not this time.
Last month, Caprock Academy,
a public charter school in
Colorado, suspended Kamryn
Renfro for violating the school
policy for shaving her head in
support of her classmate and
friend, Delaney Clements, who is
undergoing chemotherapy.
The school said Renfro wasn’t
allowed to return until her hair
grew back because she violated
the dress code — a dress code that
also stipulates students can’t wear
patterned nail polish, can’t wear
makeup until the eighth grade
unless it’s “tasteful,” and can’t
have hairstyles which bring “undue
attention to the student.” So a 9-yearold shaves her head, an incredibly
brave thing to do for a friend, and
that’s blasphemous?
It wasn’t until the story
received media attention and
became national news that the board
of directors held an emergency
meeting to vote if Renfro could
return, which they decided that she
could. I wonder why the change of
heart. It’s problematic that a school
would hold a meeting only because
of the widespread attention the

story was getting and not because
they saw that there was something
clearly wrong with suspending a
girl because of a dress code.
A general statement published
on Caprock Academy’s website reads:
“Our hope is that what takes place
inside this new facility will produce
an atmosphere where our students will
pursue truth and beauty in conversation
as well as excellence.”
Did Caprock’s board of directors
fail to read their school’s statement?
What Renfro did for her friend
couldn’t be more representative of
the phrase “pursue truth and beauty.”
She did a courageous and inspiring
thing that most girls her age would
never do. Heck, what most grown
women wouldn’t do. She wanted her
friend to not feel like an outcast. She
wanted to support her. If anything,
she should have been given a pat on
the back.
Back in 2011, a 12-year-old
was also suspended for getting red
highlights in her hair. Are these
girls offending anyone? Are they
disrupting or bringing harm to the
student body? What they’re doing is
being themselves, being individuals,
being young girls who can still turn
homework in on time and be focused
in the classroom. They just happen to
have red streaks or a shaved head.

On the Scene:

11

COURTESY OF BUZZFEED.COM

Student Kamryn Renfro was suspended, and later unsuspended, for violating her school’s dress code policy after shaving her head for her friend, Delaney
Clements, who is battling cancer.

Anyone with a functioning heart
can see that Renfro’s suspension
was not only undeserved, it was
outrageous. The same goes for the
other girls’ unfair punishments.
Schools, whether public, private
or charter, should be aware of the
effect these dress codes have on
students. If they’re trying to promote
uniformity by applying these
ridiculous rules, they should read
between the lines. I hope this serves
as an example of what can happen

when a school cannot differentiate
between following rules and making
exceptions to rules, especially under
these circumstances.
Maybe if these schools worried
less about dress codes and more
about educating their students in an
environment conducive for learning
and growing, one that implements the
importance of being a role model and
setting a good example, then Renfro
wouldn’t have been suspended in the
first place.

As far as the school categorizing
her as a distraction for her shaved
head, what kind of distraction do
they think followed after word spread
about Renfro’s suspension? It’s fair
to say that was all the administration
and board’s own doing.
This incident will teach Caprock
Academy, and other schools, a lesson
that can’t be found in a school policy.

“Chick-fil-A became a controversial chain restaurant after CEO Dan
Cathy made comments regarding his opposition of same-sex marriage.
NSU is considering opening up a Chick-fil-A in the Don Taft University
Center. How do you feel about NSU opening up a Chick-fil-A?”
“Yes, yes, yes! Chick-fil-A is
awesome and would make
this campus great.”
Anthony Maurizio,
freshman biology major

“I think it’s a perfect idea!”
Monica Sapp,
sophomore education major

“The possibility of NSU
opening up a Chick-fil-A is
the best news I’ve heard all
year.”
Richard Handal,
freshman biology major

“I love Chick-fil-A. I love their
waffle fries and their lemonade.”
Akricia Joseph,
junior criminal justice major

“I wouldn’t care about the controversy because, the way that I look at
it, I am paying for good food, not the
CEO’s controversial statements. It
doesn’t really matter.”
Alex Nunez,
junior communications and
theater major

“I was against them when the
controversy started so I feel a
little weird about this.”

“I think it would be great. I
want their food and I like
Chick-fil-A.”

Anil Sawh,
senior psychology major

Michael Ismail,
sophomore biology major

Do you have an answer for this week’s question?
Tweet us @thecurrentNSU. Be sure to hashtag #onthescene

Help Wanted
All students should go to the Student Employment Website to apply
for these positions :
http://www.nova.edu/ﬁnancialaid/employment/how_to_apply.html
OFF 10: America Reads Tutor
Pay: $13.00/hr.
Hours: 10-25 hrs./week
Experience in working with children
and a strong desire to help children read
well in Broward County Elementary
Schools.

919: Gallery Assistant—One East
Las Olas Boulevard, Ft. Lauderdale
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week (up to)
Weekend hours: Sat., Sun.: 11:00
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. some Thursdays,
ﬂexible weekday hours
Monitor exhibition galleries to
ensure all safety and environmental
standards for art objects are met,
and that all exhibition components
are functioning properly. Includes
direct communication with museum
visitors and staff. Act as liaison
between curatorial and visitor services
department. Assist Exhibitions and
Collections Registrar with light office
work and data entry. Free parking
available.

927: Sales Assistant (Store/Café)—
One East Las Olas Boulevard, Ft.
Lauderdale
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: Up to 25 hr/wk (Thursday
evenings and weekends until 7:00
p.m.; Sat. 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.;
Sun. 12:00.m.-5:00 p.m.)
Work with customers to facilitate
sales while creating a welcoming
environment. Help prepare and work
events for author appearances and
gook signings.

969: Education/Academy
Associate—One East Las Olas
Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale
Pay: $8.00/hr.
Hours: Up to 25/week (Some
evenings and weekends depending
on events)
* Requires Federal Work Study
Award
Answer phones and assist callers.
Transfer calls to appropriate staff.
Monitor and respond to general
e-mails. Greet visitors to the
Academy. Accept registrations and
input information into database and
worksheets. Perform general clerical
duties to include, but not limited to
copying, faxing, mailing and filing.
Assist in the creation of and modifying
documents such as invoices, reports,
letters, and presentations. Maintain
confidentiality in all aspects of client,
staff and agency information. Assist
in the set up and coordinate meetings,
presentations, events as requested.
Support staff in assigned project-based
work. Assist in special events, such
as Open Houses and other functions.
Other duties as assigned.
HPD 011: Graduate Assistant
Pay: $11.00/hr.
Hours: 15-20 hrs./week
* Requires Federal Work Study
Award

Manage email alias for department.
Assist with coding of applications.
Assist with sending correspondence.
Other duties as assigned.
HPD 149: Student Assistant
Pay: $8.50/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week
File records, answer phones, making
photocopies, data entry. Special
projects e.g. rotations, implant orders.
Other duties as assigned.
HPD177: Senior Student Assistant
Pay: $8.50/hr.
Hours: 20-25 hrs./week, Tuesday
and Thursday
Assist front desk staff to file, answer
phones,
schedule
appointments,
verify insurances and other duties as
assigned. Training will be provided.
HPD 196: Administrative Student
Assistant
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: 25 hrs./week
* Requires Federal Work Study
award
Data entry, design promotional
materials. Write articles for newsletters.
Act as student ambassadors in IDEP
strategy sessions. Assist in generating
training materials.
HPD 209: Student Assistant/Patient
Care
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week (Evening hours
required, until 7:00 p.m.)
Assist office manager in organizing
patient records for day of visit. Assist
physician in getting supplies, greet
patients. Main campus position but
may be required to drive to Kendall
location on occasion.
HPD 213: Student Assistant
Pay: $8.50/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Type correspondence, data entry,
scanning, faxing, filing, mailing and
data entry in the system. Assist other
staff members. Create letters, arrange
documents for meetings.
002: Senior Student Assistant/
Academic Technical Support
(Help Desk)—East Campus Ft.
Lauderdale (approx. 15 minutes
from main campus)
Pay: $11.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Hours of operation is 24/7. Various
schedules available.
Provide telephone technical support
to the NSU computing community.
Collect and record specific information
regarding user requests and problems.
Dispatch
problem
reports
to
appropriate personnel.
047: Student Assistant/Audio-Visual
Services
Pay: $10.00/hr.
Hours: 15-20 hrs./week (varied days
and hours, may require evenings
and weekends)
Provide assistance in all aspects of
Audio-visual technology, including
working as an audio-visual assistant

and providing excellent customer
service to students, faculty, employees
and guests.
098: Student Assistant
Pay: $7.67/hr
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Provide
administrative
support
for Residential Life & Housing.
Assist in the general operation and
communication of office procedures
and functions. Duties include but
not limited to: inputting information
on work orders, incident reports,
locksmith request, etc. Filing and
copying of confidential documents.
Maintaining and organizing kitchen
and storage rooms, and other common
areas. Correspond with other NSU
departments as required to assist
residents or staff members. Other
duties as assigned.
224: Intramural Sports Official
Pay: $8.00/hr.
Hours: Mon -Thur 5:30 p.m. - 11
p.m. and occasional weekends
Officiate intramural sports based
on rules and regulations as set forth
by Campus Recreation. Ensure that
teams/individuals follow rules and
regulations. Provide all intramural
participants with superior customer
service. Remain visible and on post at
all times.
374: Field Operations Assistant
Pay: $8.00/hr
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Assist the Operations Coordinator
by ensuring fields and facilities are
prepared for home games and events.
Act as a troubleshooter at events by
providing supervision. Also assist with
game management.
500: Phonathon Worker
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: 10-15 hrs.
5:30 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.
Mon-Fri, End of August-December
Call alumni from all over the country
to update their information. Let our
alumni know about new developments
at NSU and ask for support of NSU
through our annual giving program.
506: Videoconferencing Technician
Pay: $8.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week (shifts
available: M-F between 7:30 am.10:00 p.m., Sat. & Sun. between
7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.)
Provide basic level technical support
services to the students, faculty, and
staff in the use and maintenance of
technology resources provided by the
university, including but not limited to
videoconferencing classrooms, smart
classrooms, electronic classrooms,
peripheral technology, and all other
University facilities on campus or off
as required. Provide office support
answering telephones, monitoring
videoconferencing bridge connections,
perform data entry, and provide
detailed daily reports on technical
support provided at the end of each
day. Other duties as assigned.

561: Student Assistant
Pay: $8.50/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week – available
Winter 2014
Assist the team with marketing, event
planning, and research. Support the
administrative needs of the office.
Work with students and employers
aiding the employment database
process.
641: Graduate Student Assistant/
Writing Tutor
Pay: $10.75/hr.
Hours: 5-16 per week.
Work with students on an
individualized basis. Assist in the
various stages of the writing process:
brainstorming, planning, organizing,
revising. Assist with sentence
structure, grammar, sentence and
paragraph development, punctuation,
MLA & APA documentation.
721: Facilities Aide
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Must be able to perform physical work
and lift heavy objects. Assist in setting
up rooms, and other manual tasks
around the building.
779: Operations Assistant/Facilities
Pay: $7.67/hr.
Available Hours: Mon-Fri 5:30 a.m.
- Midnight / Saturday 8:00 a.m. 8:00 p.m. / Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 8:00
p.m.
Answer telephones, manage the
operation of the front service desk,
answer questions, enforce facility
and program policies, conduct face
checks, and distribute information and
directions. Maintain the cleanliness
of the facility and the upkeep of the
facility program space.
783: Personal Trainer
Pay: $18- starting and depending
on experience
Hours: Based upon client base,
max. 20 hrs./week
Provide members with a quality,
safe, and effective workout. Maintain
written documentation of each client.
796: Student Assistant/Event
Services
Pay: $8.00/hr.
Hours: 5-20 hrs./wk. May include
evenings and weekends, depending
on events.
Jobs include Guest Services, Ticket
Takers, Ushers, Ticket Sellers and
other various event services and box
office jobs.
824: Marketing Assistant
Pay: $10.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week, Mon-Fri
Reports directly to the Director of
Community Relations and Marketing.
Works on the marketing materials under
the supervision of the director. Must
understand how to create postcards,
posters, bookmarks, brochures and
other materials as directed. Provides
support for marketing director.

869: Data Entry Specialist
(Downtown Ft. Lauderdale)
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: 25 hrs./week
*Requires Federal Work Study
Award
Provide technical support. Accurately
input information in the Banner
system. May perform a single
independent task in a specialized area.
Maintain and process a variety of
records involving technical data and
terminology unique to the function of
the department. Reviews and checks
report for accuracy. Performs related
clerical duties as required.
877: Senior Student Assistant/
Data & Imaging (Downtown Ft.
Lauderdale)
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week
* Requires Federal Work Study
Award
Accurately scan legal documents
and donor record information.
Sort and prepare documents for
imaging correctly and accurately
index images. Confidentially secure
all donor information. Review and
check electronic copies of scanned
documents for accuracy. Compare date
with source documents, or re-enter data
in verification format to detect errors.
Prepare files and secure documents
to be sent to storage facility. Related
duties as required.
880: Senior Student Assistant/
Data Processor (Downtown Ft.
Lauderdale)
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week
* Requires Federal Work Study
Award
Accurately input information into
the system. Maintain and process
records involving technical data and
terminology. Update tables, addressed,
fund codes and designation codes.
Compare data with source documents,
or re-enter data in verification format
to detect errors. Locate and correct data
entry errors. Update records through
detailed data manipulation. Copying,
filing, sorting and compiling various
hard copy packets of information.
Performs related clerical duties, as
required.
910: Student Assistant - East
Campus, Ft. Lauderdale
Pay: $11.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week (Shifts
available: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., 1:00
p.m. - 5:00 p.m.)
Operate telephone switchboard to route,
receive, and place calls to all campus
locations. Disseminate information
to callers on NSU programs of study,
events and special advertisements.
Place and track long distance calls for
internal NSU customers. Other duties
as assigned. On occasional basis,
attend divisional and NSU sponsored
meetings and instructional workshops.
Supervisor will provide more detailed
job description.

